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Thanksgiving Survival Guide

Sergeant Standish, First Class

Greenies like you lot are preparing to face
down a day of feasting, football, and family
you haven’t seen in a long time- for good
reason. I bet you're dreading that one
uncle who’s going to make everything
political and then everyone will get their
tailfeathers in a wad. But at the end of the
day, I hope you're stuffed- it makes it easier
to avoid all you come Christmas season.

Every year, us birds of a feather can’t flock
together- we’ve got to make ourselves
scarce, blend in with the ruffage, and lay
low until after the holidays. A seasoned
(with time, not thyme) veteran like me knows
his way around surviving this time of year.
Because I woke up on the right side of the
foxhole this morning, I’ll give you new recruits
some of my survival tips and tricks to get you
through the holidays.

First: a good turkey knows the most important
thing hunters look for is size. For turkeys,
being too plump makes you an easy and
attractive target, but if you’re too small, winter
will hit you like a Humvee on a hot tin roof. It’s
the same way with family dinner: if you look
too skinny your grandma will insist you eat
more, but if you look too fat you’ll get laughed
at by the rest of your extended family. Being
the right size is key, but even if it’s too late to
actually change that, you can still conceal it:
Baggy clothing helps both ways. In fatigues a
strong bird like me looks small, if the enemy
can even see me with my impeckable camo.

This brings me to my next tip: don’t get seen.
Hide in other rooms, especially if you have a
fireplace or nice couches there. Avoid contact
as much as possible, and when you have to get
in and out as quickly as you can. Hit and run
missions have never failed me: I have nabbed
many bait seeds just by grabbing one or two at
a time and then rushing back to cover. Same
thing with Thanksgiving appetizers: grab a

deviled egg or a carrot stick or chip and dip,
then split before anyone’s the wiser. If you do
get caught under fire, with somebody asking
you how school is going or have you found a
job or internship or a S.O., give them a short
answer and exit at the next opportunity. It is
also important to remember there is strength in
numbers: one turkey is a sitting duck, but with
fifty turkeys the hunter’s gonna think “damn
that’s a lot of turkeys”. You're a lot more likely
to make it in and out without engaging the
enemy if you travel in a group, and you’re also
much less likely to be singled out and grilled-
with questions, not in a barbeque.

Finally, the best holiday survival trick I'm
gonna share (I can’t go giving away all my best
intel now, can I?): avoid Black Friday shopping
like the plague. Take it from a trustworthy fowl
like myself: the traffic? The lines? They ain’t
worth it. It’s like a jungle every year, and for
what? You bird-brains really think you're
getting a deal when all that’s happening is
they’re slapping a “SALE” sticker with a
higher price on everything in the stores. A
smart turkey knows to lie low and binge Netflix
on a day like Black Friday. Then go out the
next day and get yourself a nice ham for
Christmas— that way, we don’t gotta tussle.
Sergeant Standish, Over and Out.
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Hints 2) Grandson of 5 Across
Down - 3) Broke Osama’s ankles in B-Ball
1 UP) Goodest Boy From Minnesota - gns(:li. I;(;HZ?;I:;;:TWW kneeling "looked
2) M.A. Major, Representative

— B) “Mindblowing” ;) Good Looks

3) Ist Millenial U.S. Senator (*proceeds to get blamed 6) Staff assistant for the House Administration

for everything*) Committee

4) He likes rough riding ;) 7) YNRF Chief of Staff w/ a Monopoly Man
5) “One of the worst and least memorable U.S. name

Presidents” (with that popped collar too daaaaamn) 8) Only VP targeted for assassination
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